
Mission Statement: “The AGC of South Dakota and 
its members promote skill, responsibility and integrity 
through construction and services which enhance the 
quality of life for all who live, work or  
travel in South Dakota.” 

Summer 2023

H-H-U HAPPENINGSH-H-U HAPPENINGS

Construction Camp Sponsor Form
ON THE INSIDE

South Dakota is experiencing historic unemployment rates. This 
coupled with the staggering industry statistics for retirement, the 
need for new workers is critical. Every AGC member is experiencing 
this workforce challenge in their own way. Collectively every AGC 
member has the opportunity to help positively impact the future.

One of the most impactful ways to reach a new generation of trades 
people is through hands-on experiences. The AGC’s Construction 
Career Camps are a great way to promote careers in construction to 
the next generation. The success of these camps is based heavily on 
the generosity and effort of volunteers. Members donate equipment, 
money and time to make our camps what they are.

UPCOMING CAMPS:
•            September 21: Sioux Falls at Southeast Technical College
•            September 26 & 27: Rapid City at Central States Fairgrounds
•            October 4: Yankton at RTEC
•            October 11: Pierre at TF Riggs High School
•            October 18: Watertown at Lake Area Technical College

Participating in AGC’s Construction 
Camps gives you the opportunity to 
network and advertise your business to 
YOUR future construction workforce. 
Every High School student who attends 

and participates in our camps will receive a cinch sack promoting 
construction careers and camp sponsors. If your company is 
interested in taking part in one of our camps, please see the 
enclosed sponsorship form or email nikki@sdagc.org for more 
information!

Time To Go Camping! AGC Construction Camps Time To Go Camping! AGC Construction Camps 
Connect Members with Future WorkforceConnect Members with Future Workforce
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FOLLOW AGC of SD             
ON  SOCIAL MEDIA

twitter: @AGCOFSD
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SDAGC 

FROM THE PRESIDENT:FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Greetings fellow AGC 
members,

It is hard to believe we 
are already over half way 
through our construction 
season.  I hope you are all 
having a safe and productive 
season.  This season, just like 
past seasons, has had many 
new challenges and many of the same old challenges.  But as 
usual, the resiliency of our industry always finds the solutions to 
get the job done!  

The AGC of SD continues to lead the industry with our great membership. Membership is the key to 
the strength of our association, so please be sure and help recruit good candidates to join our team.  
Also, if you have folks in your own organization that are interested in being more involved, please 
encourage them to do so.

Our AGC staff has already had a busy summer putting together some awesome events. Thank you 
all for attending the summer socials, fishing tournament and golf events. These events are not only 
about entertainment, but are a great place to network and find connections to help your individual 
business’s. Thanks again to the staff and committees that work so hard to make these events the 
success that they are.

Speaking of great events, our Construction Camps and Fall Membership Meetings are just around 
the corner.  October 25 is the Rapid City Membership Meeting and October 26 is the Sioux Falls 
Membership Meeting.  Please make plans to attend and bring your teams. The Construction Camps 
are another way to get involved and meet some great young people interested in our industry. The 
AGC staff needs our assistance to successfully put these camps together, so please volunteer some 
of your people and time if at all possible.  

As we all make the fall push to finish up our 
projects, be sure to try and do so as safely and 
efficiently as possible. I encourage you all to 
utilize the services that our chapter provides.  I 
want to thank you all for being SD AGC members 
and participating in the continued growth and 
strengthening of our great industry.  

Have a safe and productive fall!  ~ Rob. R. Knight                    

Rob R. Knight
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DENTAL PROGRAM
The AGC of South 
Dakota has a dental 
insurance program available to in-state member 
companies. For more information or to discuss eligibility 
requirements, please contact the Delta Dental office at 
605-224-7345 or by email: sales@deltadental.com.

LEGAL COUNSEL

The AGC of South Dakota, 
HHU Chapter has an attorney, 
Jason Smiley, on retainer to 
assist members and staff with 
construction-related legal 
questions. Member companies 
may contact Jason directly at 605-
342-1078 or by email: jsmiley@
gpnalaw.com

EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT PLAN

Fringe Benefits Design Inc. a 
BPAS company is the provider 
for the AGC of South Dakota 
sponsored 401(k) Profit Sharing 
Plan. They provide all contractors and associate 
members the education, investments, documents and 
other administrative needs to implement a qualified 
retirement plan. Contact Fringe Benefits Design, Inc. 
for more information at 605-221-2920. 

AGC MEMBERS SAVE MORE THAN $10M 
ANNUALLY! ARE YOU 
PARTICIPATING?  

AGC’s Membership Discount 
Programs provide members access 
to high-quality services, cutting-
edge technology and top-of-the-
line products. From discounts on 
vehicles to office supplies to cloud-based construction 
management solutions, AGC has partnered with 
some of the best to give you the most for your money 
and improve your daily business operations. Visit the 
website: www.agc.org/member-benefits/member-
discount-programs.

AGC MEMBER BENEFITSAGC MEMBER BENEFITS
DISCOUNT SPOTLIGHT!

HeartlandHeartland
Bring out the best in your 
business with easy-to-
use technology built to 
help make everything 
easier, including getting 
paid! Heartland, AGC’s 
newest discount program, provides affordable 
payments, payroll and lending services to over a 
million small businesses. 

• Accept payments anywhere, anytime, on any 
device—with access to funds immediately.

• Manage HR tasks from anywhere, including 
payroll and time tracking, in a single online 
platform.

• Get funding without the heavy lifting!

Visit: go.heartland.us/agc for more details!
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                This section of the bulletin highlights       
             the AGC, its’ members and/or staff who 
have been quoted, interviewed, published, etc. by 
the media recently. If you are aware of AGC of SD 
“In the News” items, please forward them to the 
AGC Office.
Spring 2023 Building Montana 
Magazine: Oftedal Construction 
featured as award winner in “Highway 
Excellence Award” section.

Spring 2023 Building Montana Magazine: 
Fisher Sand & Gravel and Forterra 
Pipe & Precast featured as award 
winner in “Concrete Excellence Award” 
section.

April 3 Argus Leader: Lee Kaffar & 
Jason Kjenstad, HDR Engineering 
quoted in article titled “Diamond on the 
Way”.

April 23 Argus Leader: AGC of SD, HHU Chapter 
and SFC Civil Construction 
mentioned in article titled “Stay Alert, 
Don’t Get Hurt”.

Faces of Sioux Falls Magazine:  Northwest Crane 
& Rigging / Northwest Concrete 
Cutting and General Equipment & 
Supplies pictured and featured.

May 2023 Western Builder: Reede Construction 
mentioned in article titled “Urban 
Reconstruction Project to Continue in 
Gettysburg, SD”.

May 24, 2024 Dakota News Now @ 5pm: AGC 
of South Dakota & BX Civil & 
Construction mentioned in news 
story titled “Sioux Falls student wins 
billboard contest”.

June 5, 2023 OSHA Region VIII Compliance 
Assistance Newsletter: AGC’s Trench Stand Down 
Event pictured and featured in article titled “Alliance 
& Partnership News”.

June 12, 2023 National Lamar Magazine:  AGC’s 
Work Zone Awareness Billboard Campaign 
pictured & featured in article titled “Billboard Art 
Spreads Awareness for Work Zones”.

 “IN THE NEWS”

In Memory of Ron Schmidt

We regret to inform you of the 
passing of Ron Schmidt, age 86, 
of Rapid City. Ron passed away 
on Sunday, July 16th. Schmidt 
served proudly as AGC’s long-
term legal counsel providing the construction 
industry with countless hours of dedication, 
support and assistance. Ron is also a recipient 
of AGC’s prestigious “Golden Hard Hat award”. 
A celebration of life will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 16, 2023 at Blessed 
Sacrament Church in Rapid City. Burial will be 
at Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Rapid City. 

July 25, 2023 Sioux Falls Business Journal: 
Knife River - SD mentioned in “Comings & 
Goings” section.
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August 23, 2023 - Workforce Dev. Comm. Mtg. - Virtual

August 24, 2023 - SD Trans. Commission Mtg. -  Pierre

September 4, 2023 - Labor Day Holiday - AGC Office Closed

September 6, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting 

September 20, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting 

September 21, 2023 - Const. Career Camp - Sioux Falls

September 22, 2023 - Building Chapter Sporting Clays - Humboldt

Sept. 26-27, 2023 - Const. Career Camps  - Rapid City

October 4, 2023 - Construction Career Camp - Yankton

October 4, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting

October 11, 2023 - Const. Career Camp - Pierre

October 11, 2023 - Young Const. Trap Shoot - Rapid City

October 13, 2023 - Young Const. Trap Shoot - Sioux Falls

October 17, 2023 - Associate Division Board Mtg. - Virtual

October 18, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting

October 18, 2023 - Const. Career Camp - Watertown

October 24, 2023 - AGC Fall Meeting  - Rapid City

October 26, 2023 - AGC Exec., Board & Fall Mtgs.- Sioux Falls

November 1, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting 

Nov. 2-3, 2023  - Young Const. Pheasant Hunt - Pierre Area

November 10, 2023 - Veterans Day Holiday - AGC Office Closed

November 15, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting

Nov. 23-24, 2023 - Thanksgiving Holiday - AGC Office Closed

December 6, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting

December 13, 2023 - SDDOT EBS Letting

December 25, 2023 - Christmas 
Holiday - AGC Office Closed

SAVE THE DATES

Jan. 10-12, 2024  - AGC/LICA State 
Convention - Sioux Falls

Jan. 24-25, 2024 - AGC Ice Fishing 

Tourney - Pickerel Lake

February 6, 2024 - AGC Legislative Lunch - Pierre

Feb. 28-29, 2024 - AGC/SDDOT Const. Summit - Oacoma

 EVENTS CALENDAR EVENTS CALENDAR MEMBERSHIP NEWSMEMBERSHIP NEWS
Welcome New MemberS!
Stifel
2401 W. Trevi Place Suite 101
Sioux Falls, SD 57108
(605) 221-6915
www.stifel.com/branch/sd/sioux-falls
Jay Soukup, Financial Advisor
(605) 360-9714
soukupj@stifel.com

Viaflex
821 W Algonquin St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
viaflex.com
Deb Johnson, Coordinator
(605) 351-3632
deb.johnson@viaflex.com

Western Machine Control
46943 Frontier St. 
Tea, SD 57064
Jeff Pearson, Partner
(307) 217-3045
jdpearson@westernmachine.com

AGC Potential Member 
Recruitment

The AGC 
is always 
looking 
for new 
members 
to join our 

association and we need 
your help! If you know of a 
company that would benefit 
from joining the AGC, please 
get in contact with them 
and ask them to join! Help 
the HHU staff by actively 
recruiting new members and 
reach our goals! 

GOAL!GOAL!

Althoff  Crane 
Service Inc

Barnhart Crane 
and Rigging

5

4

3

2

1

GOAL!GOAL!

Kea
Constructors

Dakota Iron
Equipment

Recon Wall 
Systems - SD

ContractorContractor
GOAL!!GOAL!!

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

AssociateAssociate
GOAL!!GOAL!!

Hoff man 
Construction

Jeff  Martin 
Auctioneers, Inc.

Borns Group 

2023 RECRUITMENT 
GOALS:

• 5 CONTRACTORS
• 10 ASSOCIATES & 

AFFILIATES
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2024 State Convention 
January 10 - 12, 2024 in Sioux Falls, SD

The 2024 State Convention 
is scheduled for January 
10 - 12, 2024 at the Sioux 
Falls Convention Center/
Sheraton Hotel. The planning 
committee has been hard 
at work bringing you top-
notch speakers and activities. 
Leadership development will 

take center stage at this year’s convention as we 
kick things off with Jake Thompson’s message of 
competing every day. Maria Guy will also be sharing 
additional ways to take your leadership abilities to 
the next level. Also new this year, is the addition of 
a HR/Safety track throughout the event. Concurrent 
sessions for general audiences, as well as targeted 
HR and safety topics will offer a variety of education 
for all attendees! Wednesday evening activities 
include a Young Constructors sponsored “pub-crawl” 
event in downtown Sioux Falls as well as some 
NEW entertainment on Thursday night! Sponsor 
& exhibitor information will be mailed out around 
September 15th and registration will open around 
Thanksgiving. We are looking forward to another 
great State Convention!

2023 Awards Submission Details Announced
Submissions are now being 
accepted for the 2023 AGC 
awards program! Awards to be 
given out are the Build South 
Dakota, Golden Hard Hat, 
Good Citizen, Mark Knight 
Leadership and the Industry 

Collaboration & Leadership Award. The 2023 award 
winners will be recognized during the 2024 State 
Convention in Sioux Falls. If you don’t have a project 
but know of one that you would like to nominate, 
please contact the AGC office. Submission forms 
can be found at www.sdagc.org and will be accepted 
until December 2, 2023!

Meet AGC’s New Office Manager - Brian 
Schipper
Brian Schipper joins AGC HHU Chapter as Office 
Manager, returning to the construction industry 
where he last worked in HR for Concrete Materials 
now Knife River.) Since then, he has assisted and 

improved operations in various 
capacities for LifeScape, Sanford 
Hospital, and the Sioux Falls School 
District and looks forward to serving 
AGC’s members.

In addition to AGC, Brian is entering 
his ninth season as the president 
and Managing Artistic Director of 

the Mighty Corson Art Players; a non-profit community 
theater with a 41-year history; which serves the 
Brandon and Sioux Falls communities with some of the 
best-performing art in the region. Brian is officed in the 
AGC HHU office in Sioux Falls and can be reached 
by calling the office at 605-274-8689 or via email at 
brian@sdagc.org. Please join us in welcoming Brian to 
team AGC! 

Young Constructors Pheasant Hunt
November 2&3
This year’s Young Constructors Pheasant Hunt will 
once again be a two-day format to better accommodate 
our members busy schedules. The first day, November 
2nd will begin around noon at Northstream Outfitters in 
Draper, SD. Lunch will be served upon arrival followed 
by hunting. Once hunting has wrapped up, an early 
evening social & dinner will take place at Drifter’s in 
Ft. Pierre starting around 5:00pm. The second day 
hunt will begin the morning of November 3rd at Broken 
Arrow Farms north of Pierre. Come for one day, or stay 
for both, either way you do not want to miss this year’s 
Young Constructors Pheasant Hunt! More information 
and registration forms will be available soon!

AGC CARES In Action!
AGC Cares is still giving back to those 
in need. The most recent “AGC Cares” 
donation was made to Jason Snyders, 
an estimator/project manager at First 
Rate Excavate in Sioux Falls. Jason 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 

early 2023 and has since had surgery to remove the 
tumor. He underwent a series of radiation treatments at 
the Mayo Clinic following surgery and is currently taking 
chemo pills. The great news is he recently returned to 
work at First Rate, and his co-workers say, “he’s doing 
great!” 

If you know of a project or a person needing some 
“AGC Cares” please email lindsay@sdagc.org or call 
the office at 605-274-8689!

MEMBERSHIP NEWSMEMBERSHIP NEWS
Welcome New MemberS!

AGC NOTEWORTHY NEWS ITEMSAGC NOTEWORTHY NEWS ITEMS
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For more information on 

how to join AGC’s Young 

Constructors - visit:

   www.sdagc.org/youngconstructors

Rapid City YC Chapter Happening’s 
The Rapid City 
Chapter of AGC’s 
Young Constructors 
successfully hosted 
two summer 
networking events. 
The first event 
was their annual 
golf outing held in 
June at Hart Ranch Golf Course and the second 

was an evening with 
spouses at Rushmore 
Tramway Adventure 
Park. 

Both of these events 
were a great way for 
members to connect 
and also introduce 

non-members to the benefit of being a YC member. 
In addition, all AGC Young Constructor members 
were invited to attend the Rapid City Summer Social 
in an attempt to meet members from both sides of 
the state. Members were able to meet some of the 
young upcoming talent coming up in our industry. 
In addition, the Rapid City YC’s had two teams 
participate in the annual  AGC Golf Tournament at 
Red Rocks. 

Their next meeting will take place at the end of 
August as they re-scheduled their May volunteer 
event. This will take them into September with 
another volunteer event at the Outdoor Campus as 
we will be cleaning up one of their garden structures. 
Lastly we will have our Annual Trap Shoot taking 
place on October 11th at the Black Hills Trap Club. 
Watch for full event details to be emailed out or 
included in Monday’s Weekly News!

AGC YOUNG CONSTRUCTORS NEWSAGC YOUNG CONSTRUCTORS NEWS
Sioux Falls Chapter
Thanks to the generosity of YC member, Knife River, 
the Sioux Falls Young Constructors May social event 
was held at Blue Rock Bar & Grill and was capped 
off with a bus tour of Knife River’s quarry, filled with a 
rundown of the operation and tons (pun intended) of 
fun facts.

On June 2nd, 
the Sioux Falls 
YC’s hosted their 
inaugural golf 
tournament at 
Spring Creek Golf 
Course. With 76 

golfers, the tournament was successful and was 
an afternoon full of networking and camaraderie. 
Although a little rain decided to roll through during 
play, the players didn’t let that stop them from 
finishing to determine the outright winner – after net 
adjustments, a Soukup Construction team took home 
1st place. Thanks to some generous donations, 
many golfers went home with some great pin prizes 
as well. Everyone is already looking forward to next 
year’s tournament! 

Coming up this October, the YC’s will be hosting 
a trap shoot event at Hunter’s Pointe in Humboldt 
– more details and sign-up information will be out 
soon. Right around the corner, the YC’s will be 
hosting another pub crawl night out event during the 
2024 State Convention. We are always looking for 
great volunteering/Community service opportunities, 
reach out to a board member if you have any 
opportunities available.  
Both chapters are hoping to increase their
membership numbers in 2024! All future leaders
ages 21-40 are encouraged to join and get involved
in shaping the future of AGC!
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2024-2027 Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Plan (STIP) 
In July, the SDDOT held public meetings in 
Aberdeen, Sioux Falls, Rapid City and Pierre to 
present the Tentative 2024-2027 STIP and to 
receive public input. The meetings began with 
SDDOT presentations pertaining to funding, the 
overall STIP development process and project 
updates. More details and the final STIP is now 
available on the SDDOT website https://dot.sd.gov/
projects-studies/planning/stip. 

2023 Hall of Honor Banquet Information 
The Transportation Hall of Honor has chosen to 
induct two people to the 2023 class: Greg Fuller 
of Fort Pierre, retired SDDOT employee and Greg 
Klein of Watertown, retired Lake Area Tech Institute 
(LATI) instructor. The purpose of the Transportation 
Hall of Honor is to recognize individuals who have 
made a lasting, valuable, or unique contribution to 
South Dakota’s air, highway, public transit, or rail 

transportation system. 
Many thanks to the folks 
across the state who 
have participated in the 
nomination process.  Each year, the committee 
receives many amazing applications for review. 
Dates and locations have been chosen for the 2023 
inductee banquets. Please join us for one or both of 
the events!   

GREG FULLER
October 24, 2023 @ Drifters in Fort Pierre 
Purchase tickets by 10/19

GREG KLEIN
November 8, 2023 @ Joy Ranch in Florence 
Purchase tickets by 10/24

Tickets to each banquet are $40 / person. You can 
purchase tickets by emailing Kari.Kroll@state.sd.us 
or call (605) 773 – 5105.  

SDDOT NEWSSDDOT NEWS

Accelerate your future 
success by removing  
all obstacles.

We manage your Risk Management Program so you can  
focus on your business. Our offerings include Business  
Insurance, Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client  
Services, Surety & Retirement Services.

MarshMMA.com



10 - SDAGC BULLETIN - WWW.SDAGC.ORG

  AGC SUMMER EVENTS 2023
JUNE 22 & 23 - PIERRE - AGC FISHING TOURNAMENT

JULY 17TH SUMMER SOCIAL @ GREAT SHOTS - SIOUX FALLS

JULY 18TH GOLF TOURNAMENT @ WILLOW RUN - SIOUX FALLS

AUGUST 10TH SUMMER SOCIAL @ MURPHY’S - RAPID CITY

AUGUST 11TH GOLF TOURNAMENT @ RED ROCK - RAPID CITY

See ALL Event Photos at: www.flickr.com/AGCof SD    



WWW.SDAGC.ORG - SDAGC BULLETIN - 11

See ALL Event Photos at: www.flickr.com/AGCof SD    

Joslyn Richardson
$2,000 
SDSU

Zach Neu
$6,000 
LATC

Logan Comes 
$5,500 
LATC

Jacob Case
$2,500 
SDSU

CONGRATULATIONS HHU SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!
Over $50,000 Awarded to Area Students Pursuing a Construction Related Degree!

Jack Neisius 
$5,500 
LATC

Ethan Thompson 
 $1,500 

SDSM&T

Lexus Vermundson 
$1,500 

SDSM&T

Rogen Smidt
$1,000 
STC

  2023 AGC SCHOLARSHIPS

Sophia Priesz
$3,000 
UNL

Harrison Berg 
$2,000 
SDSU

Hayden Gebhart
$2,500 
U of Wy

Alex Foley 
$2,500 
SDSU

Shane Duffel
$1,000 
LATC

Matt Gusso  
$3,000 
USD

Matthew Heilman
$1,000 

SDSM&T

Ashton Koch
$2,000 
SDSU

Jackson Knight 
$4,000 
SDSU

Isaac Johnson 
$2,500 
SDSU

Brandon Hilt
$3,500 
SDSU

Kaycie Hawkins 
$2,000 
SDSU

Carson Hainy 
$1,000 
MTC

Emma Roth
$1,500
 SDSU

WITH GRATITUDEWITH GRATITUDE
From Our Scholarship RecipientsFrom Our Scholarship Recipients

Thank you to the entire AGC 
Scholarship Committee for your 

generosity and consideration in awarding 
myself a scholarship. I am very thankful 
for this opportunity, and this will help 

me focus more on my studies and worry 
less about other challenges regarding 

college. This opportunity will also allow 
me to seek and find options for my career 
in the construction industry. Thank you! 

~ Brandon Hilt, SDSU, Construction 
Management

Thank you so much for the scholarship. 
This scholarship makes it possible for 
me to pursue a degree in a field that I 
am passionate about. The continued 
support of AGC and their members 

have made a huge impact in my pursuit 
to become a civil engineer. I am about 
to start my senior year at SDSU, and I 
am very grateful to say that AGC and 

their members have supported me 
throughout my entire college education. 

~ Kaycie Hawkins, South Dakota State 
University, Civil Engineering

I am so grateful for the scholarship that 
you awarded me. This scholarship will 

help further my education as I transition 
from Mitchell Tech to SD Mines. Through 

this change, I will be able to do more in 
the electrical field by understanding how 
more things work and being able to use 

that knowledge on the worksite.  

~ Ethan Thompson, South Dakota 
School of Mines & Technology, Electrical 

Engineering

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank AGC of SD for this scholarship 

opportunity for the 2023-2024 
academic year. As a student, the support 

of AGC provides me with the tools to 
succeed in and out of the classroom. 

It is an honor to receive such generous 
support from this organization, which 
advocates for my profession’s future. 

~ Alex Foley, South Dakota State 
University, Civil Engineering with minor 

in Heavy Highway Construction

Thank you for this wonderful 
opportunity to pursue furthering 

my knowledge in my chosen career 
path and for the opportunity to help 

South Dakota.

~ Carson Hainy, Mitchell Technical 
College, Progressive Welding 

Technology Engineering

Thank you to the AGC of South Dakota 
Scholarship Committee! I am sincerely 

honored and so grateful to receive these 
scholarships. This helps me tremendously 
in my pursuit of a degree in Construction 
Management. I am so excited to see what 

another year of learning about construction 
brings. Thank you for investing in my future!

Sophia Priesz, University of Nebraska - 
Lincoln, Construction Management

Thank you for awarding me with 
this scholarship it will be very 

helpful with funding my education 
and my future goals.

~ Hayden Gebhart, University 
of Wyoming, Construction 

Management

I am honored to have been selected 
as a recipient for the John Shoemaker 

Memorial and the AGC of SD Ed 
Foundation scholarships. I will use 
this opportunity to work hard as I 

complete my Civil Engineering degree 
at SDSU. Thank you once  gain for 

your generosity and support.

~ Jacob Case, South Dakota State 
University, Civil Engineering
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AGC HHU Chapter Awards Thousands in 
Scholarship Dollars
This year, AGC of SD - HHU Chapter was able 
to award more than $50,000 in scholarships 
to deserving students pursuing a career in the 
construction industry. Each student awarded has 
expressed intent of staying in South Dakota as a 
part of their long-term goals for their career, making 
them ideal candidates as future employees for our 
members! We are thrilled to have such a robust 
pool of talent for our future workforce! 
Scholarships are made possible through various 
fundraising activities hosted by AGC of SD. The 
recent AGC Summer Fishing Tournament is 
expected to provide more than $5,000 towards the 
AGC Scholarship fund and we anticipate successful 
outcomes at both the Rapid City and Sioux Falls 
golf tournaments as well! See the previous page for 
student photos and details.

Construction Academy Teaches Students In-
and-Out of the Classroom
Ten weeks. Twelve 
students. 4800 plus 
hours of learning. 
The AGC 2023 
Summer Construction 
Academy wrapped 
up in early August in both Sioux Falls and Rapid 
City with students completing the experience 
through classroom instruction introducing them 
to construction basics and theory. Students then 
applied what they learned through their on-the-job 
training experiences with their sponsor/employer. 
While some students that participated this year still 
have a little time before they truly chart their career 
path, those that are getting ready to figure out 
“what’s next” feel confident through their experience 
that the trades are where they belong!

Congratulations to all of our Academy students on 
a job well done! And a HUGE Thank You to the 
members that sponsored a student this summer.

• ASCO/Henry Carlson
• Sunkota Construction
• Jans Corporation

• Fiegen Construction
• Hoogendorn Construction
• Puetz Design + Build
• Complete Concrete
• SECO Construction

2023 HR & SAFETY SUMMIT IN THE BOOKS!
Nearly forty HR and safety professionals from 
across the state joined us in Sioux Falls for 
networking and education on May 31 and June 
1. While each presentation brought attendees the 
opportunity to sharpen their knowledge, the active 
shooter training seemed to be the crowd favorite.

Thought provoking discussion around topics such 
as mental health and DE&I, as well as the ability 
to add training tips to toolbelts rounded out the 
quick event. A BIG thank you to all who attended 
and provided suggestions for next year! See you in 
Rapid City for the 2024 Summit, see photos below!

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT NEWSWORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Don’t Miss the
Photos on the...

NEED SAFETY TRAINING?
Contact the Safety Staff for all your 

training needs!

MICHAEL@SDAGC.ORG | JIM@SDAGC.ORG
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CONSTRUCTION CAREER ACADEMY SCRAPBOOKCONSTRUCTION CAREER ACADEMY SCRAPBOOK

Consider getting Involved in the 2024 Summer Academy!WHAT  A  SUCCESS!!WHAT  A  SUCCESS!!

AGC Member Sponsors * Dual Credits EarnedAGC Member Sponsors * Dual Credits Earned *  * Construction Trades SpecificConstruction Trades Specific *  *  Hands-On Industry  Hands-On Industry 
Experience Experience  *  * Future Construction LeadersFuture Construction Leaders *  * Developing a Worker PipelineDeveloping a Worker Pipeline *  * Your AGC Membership at Work!Your AGC Membership at Work!
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2023-2024 Training Calendar 
The Safety & Training team is finishing up the 
final details for this year’s training season and 
finalizing the course/class offerings. All members 
will have the calendar in your hands earlier than 
in past years, so you can plan ahead before 
classes fill up!  Watch future newsletters for the 
official calendar roll out!

AGC Safety Committee
AGC’s Safety Committee is being revamped with 
a steering group to make sure that each meeting 
is filled with value. Our goal is to start providing 
monthly meetings. There are many updates 
and changes happening, so it is vital that your 
safety managers attend these meetings. Our 
primary focus is to promote, teach and engage 
our members on the importance of safety.  If you 
know of any safety officers/managers etc. that 
should be at these meetings, please invite them 
to attend.  If you want AGC staff to invite them, 
please send us their contact info and we will give 
them a call. Please add these upcoming meeting 
dates to your calendar:

• October 2nd
• November 6th
• December 4th
• January 12th 

MSHA & MSHA Alliance Update
The MSHA Alliance wants to remind all mine 
operators to get involved in the Alliance. The 
MSHA Alliance wants to continue helping 
all operators stay on top of miner safety and 
we need everyone to continue sharing their 
knowledge with others.  If you are not a part of 
the MSHA Alliance but want to be notified of our 
next meeting on October 2, 2023 email jim@
sdagc.org to be added to the group email.  There 
are no secrets to keeping miners safe! Schedule 
your MSHA Refresher class today. 

OSHA Training Institute Host Sites
AGC of South Dakota has been approved as 
an OSHA Training Institute (OTI) Host Site. This 
is a great accomplishment that helps provide 
opportunities for professional development 

SAFETY & TRAINING NEWS SAFETY & TRAINING NEWS 
without leaving the state. The OTI Education Centers 
offer Outreach Training Program trainer series courses 
as well as a variety of in-depth or short courses based 
on specific safety and health topics.

CDL Entry Level Driver Training (ELDT) 
Classes Upcoming
August:
• August 23: ZOOM CLP Exam Prep 9:00am – 

1:00pm CT

September:         
• September 18-20: CDL Class A & B Theory 

Training - Rapid City @ DOT 8:00am - 4:30pm
• September 21: Commercial Learners Permit (CLP) 

Exam Prep (in-person) Rapid City @ DOT 8:00am 
– Noon

• September 21: Train the Trainer (TTT) Rapid City 
@ DOT 12:30pm – 5:00pm

October:
• October 16 -18: CDL Class A & B Theory Training - 

Sioux Falls @ DOT 8:00am - 4:30pm
• October 19: Commercial Learners Permit (CLP) 

Exam Prep (in-person) Sioux Falls @ DOT 8:00am 
– Noon.

• October 19: Train the Trainer (TTT) Sioux Falls @
DOT 12:30pm – 5:00pm

AGC of SD Safety Awards
Start thinking about your nominations for the following 
South Dakota AGC Chapters safety awards:
• Driver Safety, 
• Company Growth in Safety, and
• Paul Lepthien Award.
Competition will open in October and the deadline for 
submission will be Friday, December 15, 2023. Watch 
for nomination forms in upcoming safety newsletters.

Construction Safety Excellence Awards 
The 2024 AGC Construction Safety Excellence 
Awards (CSEA) competition will open October 2, 
2023, and the deadline for submission will be Friday, 
December 15, 2023. 

The purpose of the CSEA is to recognize those 
construction companies who excel at safety 
performance. The CSEA closely examines each 
candidate’s commitment to safety and occupational 
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health management and risk control. Unlike other 
safety award programs that limit the criteria to 
frequency rates, the CSEA selection process is 
considerably more comprehensive. Each application 
will be reviewed for evidence of:
• Company management commitment
• Active employee participation
• Safety training
• Work site hazard identification and control
• Safety program innovation
Participants will be required to complete the 
application form and submit it through their local 
AGC Chapter.

AGC Carpentry Apprenticeship Classes to 
Begin
The AGC Carpentry Apprenticeship Program will 
begin classes on October 11. This program consists 
of monthly classroom instruction (October – April) for 
years one and two, held at the AGC Training Center 
in Sioux Falls and is available virtually in Rapid City. 
Classroom instruction for years three and four are 
held in-person in both Sioux Falls and Rapid City. 

For more information or to register please contact 
Mike at mike@sdagc.org

Save More With AGC Edge - Live Virtual 
Training
Having trouble finding qualified staff amid the 
construction industry’s workforce shortage? To 
help members maximize the talent already on your 
team, AGC is offering 5% off virtual education 
programs in August — just use code Aug5Edge 
when signing up! AGC Edge offers the same high-
quality learning experience and expert instruction 
you expect from in-person classroom training from 
the comfort of your home or work computer. The 
class descriptions and registration links can be 
found at https://training.agc.org.
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AGC Monitors County Funding Summer Study
For the past few legislative sessions, county 
governments have searched for legislative fixes to 
chronic funding shortfalls.  Since all of those fixes 
depend on a fee or tax increase, they have failed, 
since neither the legislature nor the administration is 
crazy about them.

One positive action by the legislature was the 
creation of a summer study to study all functions, 
incomes and expenses of county governments.  
At the end of the summer, they hope to advance 
legislation to ease the counties’ financial burden.

Of course both vertical and horizontal construction 
make up a large part of county budgets.  AGC 
has provided information as requested by the 
summer study group.  AGC’s goal is to reinforce the 
importance of county construction and the need for 
additional funding.  As previously stated, fee and tax 
increases are unlikely, but AGC will go the extra mile 
to keep the conversation going. Watch for continuing 
reports on the county funding summer study.

First Permit for CO2 Pipelines Begins
The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission has 
begun a multi-day hearing to decide if they will grant 
a permit for the construction of the Navigator carbon-
dioxide pipeline in South Dakota. AGC monitored all 
pipeline bill during the 2023 Legislative Session and 
is sitting in on the permit hearings this summer.

The proposed project would collect CO2 from 
ethanol and fertilizer plants in five states including 
South Dakota and transport it to a disposal site in 
Illinois. The South Dakota leg calls for 112 miles of 
pipe through parts of Brookings, Moody, Minnehaha, 
Lincoln, and Turner counties, connecting to Valero’s 
Aurora plant and POET’s Chancellor and Hudson 
plants.

It is one of two CO2 pipeline projects proposed for 
South Dakota. The other is the Summit Carbon 
Solutions (SCS) project that plans a pipeline serving 
North Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota, Nebraska 
and Iowa. The SCS main line would run through 
South Dakota from Lincoln County to McPherson 
County, with laterals connecting to seven ethanol 
plants. The PUC has scheduled the SCS permit 

LEGISLATIVE NEWSLEGISLATIVE NEWS
hearing to start 
on September 
11.

Housing 
Infrastructure 
Financing 
Program 
Applications Available
After more than two years of legislative and 
administrative wrangling, the Housing Infrastructure 
Financing Program is ready to take applications 
for $50 million in grant money and $100 million 
in loan money.  The money is to be used for the 
construction of housing infrastructure. 

Infrastructure is defined as: “a right of way, water 
distribution system, sanitary sewer system, storm 
sewer system, lift station, street, road, bridge, curb, 
gutter, sidewalk, traffic signal, or streetlight, which 
is or will be owned, maintained, or provided by a 
political subdivision of this state; or excavation, 
compaction, or acquisition of land for such 
purposes.”

Thirty percent of the funding is for housing 
infrastructure in municipalities having a population 
of fifty thousand or more and seventy percent for 
housing infrastructure in all other areas of the state. 
Contractors and developers are eligible to apply 
for the funding. Applications became available at 
the end of July and will remain open until are funds 
are gone. If you need more information, please 
call Beverly Katz at the SD Housing Development 
Authority at 605-773-3181.

CONPAC - Have You 
Contributed?
The Contractors Political 
Action Committee (CONPAC) 
is one of the more active 
PACs in South Dakota. 
CONPAC is active in making 
campaign

contributions to legislative and statewide 
candidates who support the construction
industry during election years. Are you interested 
in shaping the legislature to be business and 
construction industry friendly? Then you need to 
join CONPAC, email info@sdagc.org for full details!
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AGC LEGAL MINUTE
JASON SMILEY, AGC LEGAL COUNSEL

Supreme Court’s Clean 
Water Act Ruling: Key 
Takeaways for the 
Construction Industry
The construction industry 
recently witnessed significant 
developments regarding 
the Clean Water Act (CWA) 
through a Supreme Court 
ruling. The case involved 
landowners contesting the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) authority 
to issue a compliance order regarding wetlands on a 
residential lot intended for construction near a lake. 
Here are the key takeaways from the ruling:

1. “Waters of the United States” Clarification
The Supreme Court clarified that for wetlands to 
fall under CWA protection, they must be an integral 
part of a larger body of water that itself qualifies as 
“waters” under the Act. For the wetland to be under 
CWA protection it must:
Be a relatively permanent water (RPW), and
have a continuous surface connection to a 
RPW or traditional navigable water with no clear 
demarcation.
This clarification narrows the scope of protected 
wetlands and ensures that only those directly 
connected to covered waters receive CWA 
safeguards.

2. No Automatic Deference to EPA’s Interpretation
The Court rejected automatic deference to the 
EPA’s interpretation of the CWA. This means that 
the EPA’s broad definition of “waters of the United 
States” is subject to rigorous scrutiny to ensure 
it aligns with the original intent of the Act. This 
should come as a relief to builders because there 
is less risk of unfortunate surprise that waters they 
thought were not considered under the CWA were 
interpreted to be covered by the EPA.

3. Wetlands on Residential Lots
Wetlands located on residential lots are generally 
not considered “waters of the United States” under 
the CWA if there is no surface connection to a RPW 
or traditional navigable water. This ruling brings 

relief to landowners and 
construction professionals, as such wetlands are 
exempt from the Act’s provisions. This will allow 
for construction without the burden of additional 
regulatory requirements.
In sum, the Supreme Court’s ruling provides 
greater clarity on the CWA’s scope and regulations. 
Construction professionals should be aware that 
the Act now specifies a more stringent definition 
of protected wetlands, subjects the EPA’s 
interpretations to critical examination, and exempts 
wetlands on residential lots from CWA jurisdiction. 
These changes ensure a more predictable 
regulatory environment for the construction industry 
while still prioritizing the protection of essential water 
resources.

Plan Administration & Recordkeeping  |  Actuarial & Pension 
Healthcare Consulting  |  IRA  |  VEBA HRA  |  Health & Welfare Plans  |  Fiduciary 

Collective Investment Funds  |  Fund Administration  |  Institutional Trust

One Company. One Call.

Your complete  
benefits solution, 
all under one roof.

866.401.5272  |  bpas.com
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House Republicans Introduce $100 Billion 
Transportation Bill
Recently, House Republicans on the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
introduced their transportation spending package. 
The bill provides over $100 billion in funding for 
transportation programs for fiscal year (FY 2024).

The spending package honors the spending levels 
promised by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA). The spending package prioritizes and 
increases funding for Congressionally Directed 
Spending, also known as earmarks, and funds 
them by cutting discretionary grant programs run 
out of the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
While only 13 House Republicans voted for the 
IIJA last Congress, this spending package proves 
that transportation construction remains politically 
popular and bipartisan.

Media reports note that the bill includes a $829 
million “cut” to federal highways funding. However, in 
2023 Congress provided an additional, supplemental 
$829 million above IIJA funding levels. Put simply, 
these supplemental funds are like a “bonus” that is 
not part of your salary, so if you don’t get it the next 
year it’s not a cut to your pay. With that clarified, it 
must be noted that AGC supports efforts to include 
supplemental transportation construction funding 
above IIJA levels.

If enacted, this legislation would prohibit the 
Federal Highway Administration from finalizing their 
proposed Greenhouse Gas rule. You might recall, 
AGC expressed concerns with this rule and has 
reported on it in the past.

So what is next? Think of this as the initial offer. The 
House and Senate will both debate their legislation 
and then try to reach a compromise. If they are 
unable to do this by September 30 when the fiscal 
year ends, then Congress would be forced to pass a 
continuing resolution. 

OSHA Proposes New PPE Rule
In late July, the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) issued a notice of proposed 
rulemaking to require employers to provide 

AGC OF AMERICA NEWS AGC OF AMERICA NEWS 
employees with proper-
fitting PPE to protect 
them from occupational 
hazards. This move 
would align the 
construction, general 
industry, and maritime 
standards related to PPE and further emphasize the 
need for PPE that properly fits the variety of body 
types represented in construction while providing the 
intended protection.

AGC of America believes that PPE must fit properly 
to provide adequate protection to employees and is 
in the process of working with its safety and health 
committee to submit comments in response to the 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) ahead 
of the September 18 deadline. If you have any 
questions, please contact Kevin Cannon at kevin.
cannon@agc.org or (703) 837-5410.

MSHA Proposes Silica Standard
In late July, the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration (MSHA) issued a proposal to update 
its existing standards to better protect miners against 
occupational exposure to respirable crystalline 
silica, and to improve respiratory protection for all 
airborne hazards. MSHA’s proposal would cut the 
current permissible exposure limit (PEL) of respirable 
crystalline silica by half to 50 micrograms per cubic 
meter (mg/m3). The proposal would also include 
other requirements, such as exposure sampling, 
corrective actions to be taken when miner exposure 
exceeds the permissible exposure limit, and medical 
surveillance. Additionally, the proposal would replace 
existing requirements for respiratory protection.

The comment period is currently set to close on 
August 28; however, AGC plans to submit a request 
to extend the comment period by 60 days. Ahead 
of the comment deadline, the agency will hold three 
stakeholder meetings to provide industry, labor, and 
other interested parties an opportunity to present 
oral statements, written comments, and other 
information on the proposed rule. The meetings will 
be held on August 3 in Arlington, VA, August 10 
in Beckley, WV, and August 21 in Denver, CO. For 
more information, please contact Kevin Cannon at 
kevin.cannon@agc.org or (703) 837-5410
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AGC of America AGC of America 
SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES!!

Building a Better Congress
AGC PAC is the nonpartisan 
political action committee 
(PAC) sponsored by AGC of 
America. It is registered with 
the U.S. Federal Election 
Commission (FEC) and 
allows eligible employees 
of AGC member companies 
to pool personal, voluntary 
financial contributions. The contributions are used 
to support candidates running for elective office 
who, regardless of party affiliation, understand the 
construction industry and the specific needs, interests 
and concerns of AGC member companies and their 
employees. For more information on how to get 
involved contact David Ashinoff, Director of AGC 
PAC & Political Advocacy at ashinoffd@agc.org or 
(202) 547-5013.

Aug. 22-24, 2023 
AGC IT Forum 
Chicago, IL

Sept. 17-19, 2023 
Nat. & Chapter Leaders Mtg. 
Washington, DC

Oct. 18-20, 2023 
AGC’s CLC Development Mtg. 
Vancouver, WA

Oct. 25-27, 2023 
AGC/CMFA Conf. 
Las Vegas, NV

Nov. 6-8, 2023 
AGC HR & WFD Summit 
Atlanta, GA

Nov. 8-9, 2023 
AGCA Transp & Utility Division 
Conf. 
Phoenix, AZ

Mar. 20-22, 2024 
AGC’s Annual Convention 
San Diego, CA

Register at www.agc.org!
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